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JAMEL’S DEEP SEA ADVENTURE 
 

Today, I am looking back and remembering when I was young, 

said Nana. I am almost 60 years old now, I have children and they 

have children. I will call my grandchildren and we will plan some 

adventures.  

I want to make sure they will do well in school and know a lot 

about science. I will call my grandson, Jamel and see if he would 

like to go on some science adventures with me this summer.  

There is a lake, but no ocean next 

the state of Ohio where my daughter 

and her son, Jamel live. I want him to 

know about the ocean and where my 

family use to live. When I was a little 

girl, I lived in a town named 

Beaufort, in the state of South 

Carolina. It is one of the coastal towns along the Atlantic Ocean. 

My family were called Gullah or Geechie people because we are 

descendants of enslaved West Africans. They were brought from 

different ethnic groups of east, west and central Africa. My Igbo 

ancestor was brought by ship to Cais de Valongo a slave port in 

Rio de Jainero, Brazil and then on to American where they were 

held two weeks, quarantined at Sullivan Island off the coast of 

Charleston, South Carolina. They were checked for diseases. 

My ancestors, Peter and his wife Eliza were then sold in the 

Charleston Slave Market. They ended up with Thomas Dover, the 

owner of Dover Hall Plantation to work for him on his plantation 

in Glynn County, Georgia. Other Gullah-Geechee people lived in 

North Carolina, South Carolina and Florida. They became 



 

 

abolitionist and sewed African patterns and prints into quilts that 

were used as maps and messages to help other enslave people 

escape on the Underground Railroad (also abbreviated UGRR). 

Peter’s son called my mother “Doll”, a nickname for Serena and 

her sister, Viola, the little “Igbo gals”. He would tell them about 

his father, a Dibia and skilled craftsman, who came from the Igbo 

tribe. He had lived in Nigeria, Africa before being enslaved 

metalsmith. Peter explained the Quilt Codes and their historic 

culture.   

My mother, Serena Strother 

Wilson, my great aunts and 

grandmother taught me the 

UGRR Secret Quilt Codes and 

I am going to teach them to 

you! They were slaves but 

believe in education and their 

faith brought them and many 

others their freedom.  

(Left) Serena Wilson and her sampler quilt with the code. 

The Farrows worked on the UGRR as abolitionist. It was not safe 

to help slaves. The secret codes were put on the quilts and hung 

outside like the other laundry. They did not have clothes washers 

or dryers. In those days everyone washed their clothes by hand 

on a wash board or in a big black 

pot in the yard. While the quilts 

were outside, people passing 

could read the messages but the 

owners did not know the codes 

and could not read the messages.  

I will show Jamel the picture of my children with one of the quilts 

hanging on the clothes line or a fence like they did in colonial 



 

 

times, Nana thought. There is a commemorative historical site 

named “Igbo Landing” to remember the loss of the enslaved 

people.  

There were a lot of people across America, called abolitionist, 

who would raise money for transportation, provide food, new 

clothes and shelter to help anyone who wanted to escape. 

“UGRR Conductors” were the people who went to get the slaves, 

planned the escapes and went to meet the former slaves to lead 

them to safety. It was against the law and dangerous to go into 

the south to help freedom seekers. We will go on the UGRR 

adventures and I will tell you all about it another day.  

Gullah-Geechee people have passed down many aspects of our 

African heritage since there were geographic barriers on the 

coastal landscape. Other people didn’t live near them to get 

them to change their beliefs. Our faith, family and taking care of 

the land are important to the African people, now the Gullah-

Geechee communities.  

I will call all my grandchildren and tell them about our culture. I 

will start with my grandson, Jamel and plan an adventure to 

teach him about the ocean. I’ll call his mother and ask to speak 

to Jamel.  

“Hello Tanisha, is Jamel nearby, I want to speak to him? I want 

to tell him about my Gullah-Geechee heritage and about when I 

was a little girl” Nana said. You do not live near the sea. “Okay 

mom, I will get him” said Jamel’s mom, to her mother.  “Jamel 

telephone, it is your Nana!” shouted Tanisha to her son, who was 

upstairs. Jamel came running down the steps 

and reached for the telephone as his mother 

told him it was his grandmother.  

“Hi Nana!” Jamel said, happy she called him. 



 

 

 

 

“I want to tell you about when I was a little girl, about your age”, 

Nana explained. “I would like to tell you about the ocean and how 

we would catch fish, crab, shrimp, dig for clams and oysters 

daily for our dinner.” “We get our fish at the grocery store or in a 

restaurant Nana,” laughed Jamel. “We did not have big grocery 

stores when I was little”, Nana told him nor many restaurants.   

 

View of the Atlantic Ocean from the sandy sea shore. 



 

 

 

“When I was 8 years old, I went to the beach with mom, my Uncle 

James, my sister and I wore our swimsuits. We took our little 

buckets, the old red cooler with ice, string, hooks and went 

crabbing. My sister and I would run out into the water and when 

the waves came, turn around and run back as fast as we could 

to the warm, shallow water. Uncle James put the hooks on our 

string. We put chicken on the hooks and put the strings in the 

water. Then we would eat and wait. 

 

 

The ocean was so big and I felt so small. We would get the 

chicken pieces or worms out of their containers. We caught 

worms, after it rained in our yard. We would put wet grass and 

soil in an old cornmeal or oats can with a top and could 

keep the bait for several days in the cool dark ice 

chest. My Uncle put hooks on our strings and tied 

chicken in the nets and his wood box traps and throw 

them in his favorite spots in different depths of water. 

He would put the worms on his hooks. 

 

We would throw the strings in the 

water and pull slowly, wait, then pull 

the strings again. I would ask lots of 

questions while we waited for the crab 

to bite. We would eat cookies and 

sandwiches my Grandma Mary Eva would pack.  



 

 

“Who feeds the fish? Who filled the ocean with water?” My Uncle 

James would just smile and say, “It was all God and God loves 

you.” 

He looked down at me and pulled us close to him and said he 

would tell us all about it. He said, “It is God’s work and written in 

the Holy Bible.” In his deep Gullah accent he started, according 

to the King James Version of the bible in Genesis 1:1 he said: 

1In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 2And the earth was 

without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the 

Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. 

“THE FIRST DAY: LIGHT” 

3And God said, “Let there be light: and there was light.” 4And God saw the 

light, that it was good: and God divided the light from the darkness. 5And God 

called the light “Day”, and the darkness He called “Night”. And the evening 

and the morning were the first day. 

“THE SECOND DAY: FIRMAMENT” 

6And God said, “Let there be a firmament in the midst of the waters, and let it 

divide the waters from the waters.” 7And God made the firmament, and 

divided the waters which were under the firmament from the waters 

which were above the firmament: and it was so. 8And God called the 

firmament “Heaven”. And the evening and the morning were the second day. 

“THE THIRD DAY: DRY GROUND” 

9And God said, “Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto 

one place, and let the dry land appear: and it was so. 10And God called the 

dry land Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called He Seas” and 

God saw that it was good. 11And God said, “Let the earth bring forth grass, 

the herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his kind, whose 

seed is in itself, upon the earth: and it was so”. 12And the earth brought forth 

http://biblehub.com/genesis/1-1.htm
http://biblehub.com/genesis/1-2.htm
http://biblehub.com/genesis/1-3.htm
http://biblehub.com/genesis/1-4.htm
http://biblehub.com/genesis/1-5.htm
http://biblehub.com/genesis/1-6.htm
http://biblehub.com/genesis/1-7.htm
http://biblehub.com/genesis/1-8.htm
http://biblehub.com/genesis/1-9.htm
http://biblehub.com/genesis/1-10.htm
http://biblehub.com/genesis/1-11.htm
http://biblehub.com/genesis/1-12.htm


 

 

grass, and herb yielding seed after his kind, and the tree yielding fruit, whose 

seed was in itself, after his kind: and God saw that it was good. 13And the 

evening and the morning were the third day. 

“THE FOURTH DAY: SUN, MOON, STARS” 

14And God said, “Let there be lights in the 

firmament of the heaven to divide the day from the 

night; and let them be for signs, and for seasons, 

and for days, and years.” 15And let them be for 

lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light 

upon the earth: and it was so. 16And God made two 

great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and 

the lesser light to rule the night: He made the stars also. 17And God set them 

in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth, 18And to rule over 

the day and over the night, and to divide the light from the darkness: and God 

saw that it was good. 19And the evening and the morning were the fourth day. 

“THE FIFTH DAY: FISH AND BIRDS” 

20And God said, “Let the waters bring forth abundantly the moving creature 

that hath life, and fowl that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of 

heaven.” 21And God created great whales, and every living creature that 

moveth, which the waters brought forth abundantly, after their kind, and every 

winged fowl after his kind and God saw that it was good.  

 

22And God blessed them, saying, 

“Be fruitful, and multiply, and fill 

the waters in the seas, and let fowl 

multiply in the earth.” 23And the 

evening and the morning were the 

fifth day”.  

 

http://biblehub.com/genesis/1-13.htm
http://biblehub.com/genesis/1-14.htm
http://biblehub.com/genesis/1-15.htm
http://biblehub.com/genesis/1-16.htm
http://biblehub.com/genesis/1-17.htm
http://biblehub.com/genesis/1-18.htm
http://biblehub.com/genesis/1-19.htm
http://biblehub.com/genesis/1-20.htm
http://biblehub.com/genesis/1-21.htm
http://biblehub.com/genesis/1-22.htm
http://biblehub.com/genesis/1-23.htm


 

 

“THE SIXTH DAY: CREATURES ON LAND” 

24And God said, “Let the earth bring forth the living creature after his kind, 

cattle, and creeping thing, and beast of the earth after his kind”, and it was 

so. 25And God made the beast of the earth after his kind, and cattle after their 

kind, and everything that creepeth upon the earth after his kind: and God saw 

that it was good. 

26And God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let 

them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and 

over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing that 

creepeth upon the earth.” 27So God created man in his own image, in the image 

of God created He him; male and female created He them. 28And God blessed 

them, and God said unto them, “Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the 

earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the 

fowl of the air, and over every living thing that moveth upon the earth”. 

 29And God said, “Behold, I have given you every herb bearing seed, 

which is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree, in the which is the fruit 

of a tree yielding seed; to you it shall be for meat. 30And to every beast of the 

earth, and to every fowl of the air, and to everything that creepeth upon the 

earth, wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for meat”, and it was 

so. 31And God saw everything that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. 

And the evening and the morning were the sixth day.  

“THE SEVENTH DAY: HE RESTED”  

“On the seventh day, He rested” 

“God has different names in different languages but our family 
has always trusted in God. “We’ve come this far by faith”. “Pull! 
Pull, fast as you can”, Uncle James told us, as we pulled in the 
strings, laughing and reaching hand-over-hand, as fast as we 
could. I was done with the questions for the moment. We had 
caught a few crabs. He caught several fish.  

http://biblehub.com/genesis/1-24.htm
http://biblehub.com/genesis/1-25.htm
http://biblehub.com/genesis/1-26.htm
http://biblehub.com/genesis/1-27.htm
http://biblehub.com/genesis/1-28.htm
http://biblehub.com/genesis/1-29.htm
http://biblehub.com/genesis/1-30.htm
http://biblehub.com/genesis/1-31.htm


 

 

Soon we had caught 15 crabs on our strings. Crab love the 

chicken pieces. We then went to check the traps my Uncle 

James had put in the water yesterday. There were lots of shrimp 

and crab in the trap. The females had orange claws. He emptied 

the trap into his bucket. We only kept the ones six inches big from 

point-to-point on their shells and the ones with a dirty bottom 

shell. Those were mature, taste sweet and had the most meat. If 

they were bright white they had recently shed and had grown a 

new shell. We put those back in the water. 

He would put long bamboo sticks in the water and mark his 

favorite spots. He would put his bait near the poles and use nets 

he would weave and put weights on it, around the edges. That 

made the net sink to the bottom, catching the fish or shrimp in 

the net, then they couldn’t get out. At home, they would show us 

how to take the cotton cording to tie it and make the nets.  

He would tell us stories of the people who escaped and the big 

wars that our family fought in. He said that we were from kings 

and queens. Since we were children, we were princesses. We 

would weave crowns, put shells and other things we would find 

outside, in our crowns. We played while the adults would 

prepare the fish and foods.  We would get soft, white clay from 

the banks of the creek near our house. We would roll it and stack 

the coils to make bowls and cups with the moist clay. We would 

sit them in a sunny place to dry and use the dishes in two days. 

 If the crab had a black or orange “aprons” on its shell bottom, 

they were females and we put them back.  They lay up to a million 

eggs, but only once in their life. Some people eat “she crabs” but 

he told us we must make sure the eggs go back in the water. Only 

the females make eggs and have the babies that will be the crab 

to feed us next year. “Come on lets go.” We saved the sea shells 

we found and put them into our buckets. 



 

 

We walked up the shore to some rocks. We climbed up the hill, 

took our buckets with little shovels and found clusters of oysters 

that lived in on the rocks. We would point to the clusters on the 

oyster reef and my uncle would chip them off and pick them up 

because the oyster’s shells are very sharp and could cut our 

fingers. Some people would wear gloves but he would say he had 

tough “workin hands” He would hit the clusters to separate the 

big oysters from the cluster.  

 

He asked us to look out for the baby ones. The small oysters, 

crabs and fish he would throw back. The small ones had to keep 

growing for us to eat another day. We carried our towels, shovels 

and buckets. He would have a knife and we had a little rakes. He 

told us the oysters help keep the shores in place and marsh 

reeds grow behind the oyster reefs, when all is well. Everything 

has a job to do no matter how big or small. We walked down to 

the water and waded in the mud and water. We looked for the 

smooth shape of the shells and with our little rakes and then dug 

some clams out of the sand and dirt. We collected them in a pile 

then swished them in the water to clean off the sand and put 

them in our buckets.  

I told him one day, I would go out in the deep sea and after 

watching the movie “Captain Nemo”, I wanted to have a Deep 

Sea Adventure. He just laughed as we packed everything up and 

headed back to the house. In those days we did not need fishing 

licenses and the land was ours so we did not need 

to ask permission.  

He told us to keep the beach and water clean so 

that it would feed my children and their children 

too. He said it was our job to take care of what God had created. 

We promised that we would as we walked to the house. When we 



 

 

got home, he pointed to the house and said, “You can put ice on 

them to keep them from fighting. It stuns them”, my uncle told us. 

We got the bowls of ice from in the freezer and poured it in the 

chest then added water, while spraying each other with the 

water hose. 

He had cut on the water hose and rinsed off the 

shrimp, crab, clams and oysters in the containers. 

He got one of my Grandma Mary Eva’s big 

cooking pots & strainer with holes in it that were 

hanging on the shed and put it on the tree stump 

in the back yard. We ate food we caught from the 

sea daily. Sometimes he would steam the sea food whole but 

would also “dress” some of the blue crab. He’d take out “the 

dead man fingers”. “Dead man’s what”, screamed Jamel 

laughing. “That meant to clean them. You hold them by the claws 

so you don’t get pinched, wash them and take the shell on the 

abdomen off. They were actually the gills, we take off the mouth 

in the front, “maxilla”, Nana told him. 

They would clean the crab in the yard and 

then you do not have to worry about them 

crawling out the pot. They were really fast 

and we would hold them by the claws. We 

poured the jug of apple cider vinegar, the 

cut lemons with seasonings in the pot with 

2 inches of water. We put his secret 

seasoning in and then a layer of 

dressed crabs then seasoning.  

 

He rinsed the cleaned sea food again. We cover them, layer by 

layer, in seasonings, then he carried the big strainer, to put it in 

the pot with the water solution on the fire in the yard. He heated 



 

 

the water till it boiled, covered the pot with a big top 

so it would steam the food 12 to 15 minutes. They 

were done when their color turned pink or bright 

orange. The rest he rinsed, put in a pot and carried 

it in the kitchen. We would sing songs while 

working and held the door and he would put it on the stove. 

We would sit in the yard under a shade tree weaving baskets out 

of sweet grass or sewing scraps into quilts that would keep us 

warm in the winter. My mom, aunts and Grandma Mary Eva would 

tell us how the symbols in their quilts, helped the people escape 

since they knew how to read the symbols. They would have us 

go over our ABC’s and numbers. We had to spell the names of 

the books of the bible and our first and last names. We read the 

bible out loud daily.  

My great aunt begin “seasoning the pot” meaning adding the 

other ingredients. She brought the water to a boil, cut a lemon 

and put apple cider vinegar,  to them and then added corn, 

potatoes, onion, garlic and crab boil, Creole Old Bay seasoning 

with salt and pepper.  

 

 

Last she added the clams, blue 

crab, oysters and shrimp. They 

only needed to cook 2 to 4 minutes 

and it was time to eat.  

 

 



 

 

We would hurry to get the pies and cake out of 

the window sill where we had sat them in the 

morning after baking them to cool. You could 

smell my Grandma Mary Eva’s deserts a block 

away. In the South it gets really hot but there 

will be a really nice breeze that would blow off 

the water to cool us down. 

 

Sometimes we would eat outside on big 

tables my Grandpapa and uncles had 

made. We would get the table cloths we had 

added cross stitched flowers to and set the 

table with plates. We got the big cups, butter for the corn, hot 

sauce my papa made, forks and the oyster knives. The clams 

open when cooked. We collect the sea shells to decorate the 

yard and they would use the empty shells to make building 

materials and to grow more reefs. We recycled everything. 

My sister, Denese would cut, twist and squeeze the 

lemons from the lemon tree in the backyard. I would 

add cups of sugar and ice to make big pitchers of 

lemonade to drink.  I would stir the lemonade so I 

could be the taster.” “How did Peter and 

Eliza get free?” I asked. “There is 

freedom through obedience to God’s 

word”, I was told. I wasn’t sure I 

understood, but now I do and I will 

share it with you. 

We would invite our family, friends and 

our neighbors. Everyone would come by and 

join us since they had smelled my grandmother’s cakes and fruit 

pies all day. Sometimes they would bring their favorite dish of 



 

 

fried okra, collard greens or “Hoppin John”. “Hopping who”, 

laughed Jamel? Hopping John is another name for field peas or  

beans and rice with lots of garlic, pepper, onion, salt, bay leaf 

and paprika, but then mustard, mace, cinnamon and ginger 

seasonings with shrimp and chicken. We could hardly wait for 

the food to cool off. They were all good cooks and we loved to 

eat. 

“I want to go on a deep sea adventure”, 

said Jamel. “We can make and eat pies 

when we get home too. Can we invite the 

neighbors too?” “Of course,” replied 

Nana. “They would love to eat our pies.” 

“Got to go Nana, I have gotten hungry 

after all this talk about food and pies”, said 

Jamel. “See you later”, said Nana, “After while crocodile”, joked 

Jamel. 

AIRPLANE TRIP  
“Okay” said Nana. “Let me speak to your mother and I will see 

what we can work out.” At first, Jamel’s mother said they could 

not come because she had to work. Nana suggested that he 

could fly as an “Unaccompanied Minor” since it would be less 

than an hour on the plane. He was old enough and it would be a 

great summer adventure. It took a lot of calls and detailed 

planning but finally Jamel’s mother agreed to let him come 

without her. 

Well, so far I haven’t gotten to have my deep sea adventure. I had 

only eaten the “catch” from the sea, thought Nana. I still wanted 

to have my adventure. After I talked to my daughter, I thought 



 

 

about the Georgia Aquarium, built in Atlanta, where I live. I could 

take Jamel there and we have my deep sea adventure!  

It had taken many months, but finally the day had arrived. Jamel 

had turned eight years old in March, on his last birthday. He 

decided he was ready for an adventure. In third grade, all school 

year, he had read about adventures of other children and he 

wanted to have an adventure too.  

After months, a lot of careful planning and telephone 

conversations, finally his Nana had talked his parents into letting 

Jamel visit Atlanta for two weeks, during his summer vacation. 

It had taken eight years, but Jamel will get come from Columbus, 

Ohio to visit his Nana, Papa and Emanuel the dog, in Atlanta, 

Georgia. Jamel and his mother visit his grandparents for the 

holidays each year, but they had started driving, since Jamel 

didn’t like the way his ears popped.  

When his ears popped as the airplane took 

off and landed, his ear felt terrible. He did 

not know he needed to swallow or eat 

candy. That would relieve the pressure 

difference. He was only six years old the 

last time they flew to Atlanta. 

Jamel’s mom packed his suitcase the night before his flight. He 

was so excited he could hardly sleep. He looked at his toy 

airplane as he finally fell to sleep pretending he was flying an 

airplane. After all, He was going to have a 

big adventure tomorrow. He had so many 

questions, but they would just have to 

wait.  

In the morning, Jamel jumped up, ran into 

the bathroom, showered, put on lotion 



 

 

and deodorant. He brushed his teeth, combed his hair and ran 

into his mother’s room as he finished putting on his clothes, 

hollering to wake her up. He jumped on the foot of her bed, I’m 

ready!” She rolled over smiling, “I changed my mind, and you 

can’t go. I will miss you!” Tanisha said smiling as she grabbed 

him and gave him a hug and kiss on his head. “You smell like 

coconuts.”  “I put the cocobutter lotion on after I showered”, said 

Jamel. He knew she was joking. “Hurry mom it is time to go. I 

have to start my big adventure.” She said they had three hours 

and he should go get his cereal and fruit. He said okay and ran 

down the steps.  

He could hardly eat, he was ready to go. He 

only ate half his cereal and his mom, “get a 

bottled water”, as he rolled his suit case 

down the steps and to the front door. “I am 

at the car.” 

 

His mom got dressed and found Jamel standing outside by the 

car. They got in their car and drove to the airport. He could not 

stop smiling. Today was the first time that Jamel had flown on an 

airplane without his mother. He was signed into the 

“Unaccompanied Minor Kiosk” at Columbus International 

Airport. It was really big and people were moving by so fast.  

His Nana and Papa Kemp had to go to the airport with their 

identification and fill out paperwork in Atlanta at Hartsfield 

international Airport in order for him to fly unaccompanied, 

without his mom. His mom had to arrive 2 hours early to the 

Columbus International Airport too and fill out a lot of paperwork 

for Jamel to travel also. Tanisha walked him to the terminal gate 

and held him so tight. “Mom, I am not a baby anymore”, he told 

his mom. Soon they heard the announcement.  



 

 

 

The Delta airline gate attendant called for Flight 

357 ticket holders going to Atlanta, Georgia to 

line up to begin to board the airplane. “Bye mom, 

see you in two weeks! I will call you when I land.”  

 

Tanisha held on tight as Jamel wrestled away. He then grabbed 

her waist and put his arms around her. “You will be fine.” After 

Jamel hugged his mother good-bye, he walked with the flight 

attendant and waved. Jamel followed him down a corridor, 

Jamel stopped, he turned around and waved again at his mother. 

He was finally embarking on his first big summer of adventure. 

He had a lot of questions swirling around in his mind. 

His mom was still on the phone with his grandparents who were 

already in the big Atlanta airport at the arrival gate waiting on 

the plane to land. They assured his mother he would be just fine. 

The pilot came over the airplane’s 

intercom system and gave his name, 

welcomed passengers aboard and told 

them that the flight would only be forty-five 

minutes. Jamel could not see him, but he 

could hear him loud and clear. He told 

them they had good weather and would be in Atlanta soon. 

“Again, Welcome aboard.” The flight attendant came by his seat 

and even gave Jamel a pin with wings on it like the pilots wear. 

 

“Hi, my name is Jamel, from Columbus, 

Ohio”, he said to the man next to him in the 

black suit. “I am Martin, from Atlanta, Georgia”, the man told him. 



 

 

Jamel gave him a firm handshake and remembered to look him 

in the eyes the way Nana taught him to for business 

introductions. “This is where that goes”. Jamel did not know how 

the seat belt worked, but the tall man sitting next to him, showed 

him how to insert the clasp and push until it clicked. With a click, 

Jamel wiggled in his seat, “now I am ready for take-off, said 

Jamel to his new travel neighbor.  

Jamel then imagined he was a pilot flying the plane. He quickly 

decided he had not gone to flight school, didn’t have a piolet’s 

license, any training or any practice. He heard a sound, his 

attention turned to a flight attendant, in the aisle who came to his 

seat and checked to see if Jamel had fastened his seat belt 

correctly.  

 

 “That is good”, she said, “Watch that 

overhead light to know when you can take 

off your seatbelt, but you should stay in 

your seat unless you have to go to the 

restroom. It is up there on the right” and 

she pointed behind her. 

 

Click, clack, and a click, what was that sound Jamel heard. What 

could that sound be? He leaned over, into the isle to see what 

was making that strange sound. It was getting closer and louder. 

Jamel could finally see the flight attendant coming down the 

airplane’s aisle and she was tightly closing all the overhead 

compartments.  



 

 

Clack, click, click, the stewardess 

reached into the pouch in the seat in front 

of Jamel and handed him an Emergency 

Information Card that was kept the pouch 

with In Flight magazine. She told Jamel to 

read the card and follow along as she 

stepped into the aisle, a few feet away, to 

give the passengers emergency 

instructions.  

Jamel watched and listened closely as 

the flight attendant went through 

where the exits were located.  Now he 

knows his seat cushion can become a 

flotation devise and the plane was 

equipped with rafts, in case of a water 

landing. He wasn’t going over any 

ocean but he decided to put the card 

on his lap, just in case he needed it. 

The flight attendant, Jim told Jamel he fly’s every day and they 

would be just fine. Jamel looked out of his window as the plane 

took off and in seconds the houses looked like Monopoly game 

houses they were so tiny. Soon the airplane passed up into the 

clouds! 

I will take out my drawing pad and sketch while I am flying, Jamel 

said to himself. The fasten seatbelt sign went off but Jamel 

stayed in his seat. The flight attendant came by to ask them if 

they wanted a snack and something to drink. 

  



 

 

Jamel’s mother told him to drink water that 

soda was not good for him. “I’ll have water 

and the nuts please”, Jamel responded. He 

was ready with his “Thank you”, as soon as 

the nuts and water bottle touched his hand. 

He felt good he had remembered his 

manners. He was being polite. His mother and 

Nana would be proud. 

 

Soon there was that same sharp “Bing” sound, he heard before 

when they were taking off and the “fasten your seat belt sign”, lit 

up again. The flight attendants came by to collect the trash and 

told Jamel they would be landing soon. It was time to suck on a 

piece of candy or chew the gum he brought. Jamel quickly pulled 

an assortment of peppermint candy, gummy bears and the 

chewing gum out of his book bag. He could not decide which 

would be the best. He finally decided on the gum. 

 

Jamel looked out the window as the pilot welcomed them to 

Atlanta as they came down out of the clouds. He could see the 

airport out of the window and lots of planes going every direction 

on the nearby runways. Next he felt a thud, a loud sound of the 

engines, soon a jerk and the plane, they said was taxing to their 

gate.  

 

He was so happy when the plane landed. He waited while all of 

the other passengers got their carry-on bags out of the over- 

head compartments. Click , click, clack! Jamel had put his book 

bag under his seat and the flight attendant put his purple 

suitcase in the overhead storage bin before the flight took off. 

They came by as soon as most of the passengers had gotten off 



 

 

and helped Jamel get his luggage down and walked him up the 

ramp to his Nana and Papa Kemp who were waiting on the phone 

with Tanisha, Jamel’s mother. 

“He is here and we have him”, Nana assured her daughter 

handing Jamel the phone. “Hi mom, I told you I would be fine. I 

even remembered to say Please and Thank you. Got to go now, I 

have started my adventure!”  He handed Nana’s cell phone back 

to her. Papa Kemp hugged him and took Jamel’s bag from the 

flight attendant with a quick, “Thanks Again”. Jamel waved 

goodbye to his travel neighbor and the flight attendants and out 

came the pilots and waved as they walked away. They all walked 

toward the escalators. There were so many people hurrying 

along. There were stores and food places on each side of the 

airport concourse. We got on the train and up another escalator 

outside and soon were exiting to enter the parking lot.  

We stopped at Brio’s, Jamel’s favorite 

restaurant to get some spaghetti with 

meatballs. “I love the warm bread”, Jamel 

told them as Papa Kemp asked the waitress 

for the butter. When they were done eating, 

they dropped the luggage at home and Papa 

Kemp off at work and Jamel and Nana went 

to get the “City Pass” at the Visitor’s Center 

in downtown.  

They parked and went across the street to the Visitor’s Center 

at Underground Atlanta. There were posters of plays, sights 

seeing trips, amusement parks like Six Flags and Stone 

Mountain. Lots of brochures advertising trips, rides, Segway 

tours and museums were posted. How would they ever choose? 

“First stop, the Georgia Aquarium” said Nana. Nana had her 

heart set on a deep sea adventure. Now that Jamel was there 



 

 

she had someone to go with her. They bought one adult pass and 

one youth City Pass. 

Jamel couldn’t wait to ride in Nana’s 

shiny, little red car. It was called an 

“antique classic car” since it was over 

fourteen years old. He had never 

ridden in a car that only 

accommodated two passengers. His 

mother’s car and everyone else he 

knew had four door cars or mini-vans for transporting their kids 

sports teams. 

“The Georgia Aquarium is the place where the fish and sea 

creatures live in Atlanta”, Nana explained as they drove down 

the street. “The Aquarium is very close to my house.” It is less 

than 5 minutes, Jamel did not even have time to ask, “Are we 

there yet? 

 

I see it Nana, it looks like a big boat!” “We are here”, said Nana, 

as they pulled into the Aquarium’s parking garage. I’ll take the 

ticket while you look around to remember where we parked the 



 

 

car.  “Put the ticket in your pocket for me.” “Okay”, said Jamel 

as he tucked the ticket out of sight. They took an elevator that 

had pictures of the sea creatures and Jamel knew their names 

and where they lived. We got in line, went through security check 

and they took a ticket out of our City Pass booklet. They asked 

did we want our picture taken before we went into the great big 

room.  

When we walked into a large hall, an Aquarium Guide asked 

Jamel if he would like to pet a Hammerhead Shark or a Stingray. 

He replied without hesitation, “Of course I would, I’m here for a 

deep sea adventure.” 

We did not know which way to look or go first. I got a map and we 

followed the guide towards a big pool to look in. People were 

standing all around. Jamel and several other children cleaned 

their hands and went around the pool looking into the water as 

he went. 

The Aquarium guides were all dressed alike and were often 

called docents as they described the holding pool in front of us. 

Jamel decided his adventure was off to a good start, as he found 

an empty spot along the side of the large, shallow pool.  

 

  

She told the group, they could touch the baby sharks and the 

stingrays, if they swam close enough. Nana looked at the map 

to see where they should go next. 

 



 

 

Do you see Jamel in the blue shirt? 

 



 

 

STINGRAYS & HAMMERHEAD SHARKS 

 

Soon a little stingray swam over to take a closer look at Jamel. 

He reached way over the side of the pool and swished his fingers 

around to attract her attention. He reached way out and touched 

the stingray. Someone watching asked him, “Don’t they bite?” 



 

 

Jamel quickly replied, “No, they do have a barbed stinger on 

their tails, they use if they feel threatened. Their mouths are 

under their bodies, facing the bottom of the pool. We are safe.” 

As the small stingray swam up for Jamel to pet her head. 

 



 

 

 

He asked the baby stingray, “Where do you live little 

stingray?” “Hi”, my name is Sam, he said, “See if you 

can guess where we live and circle it on the globes 

below.” 

 

“Bye”, said Jamel as their other stingray friends came to get him 

to play. I’ll check the internet and with my 

teacher and color where you live and 

play.  



 

 

Stingray Fun Facts  
 Stingray are related to sharks. 

  

  They spend most of their time lying partially buried  

on the ocean floor hiding from predators. 

 

 Like sharks, they lay in wait for their prey to swim 

by. 

 

 Their colors usually match the mud or sand they 

hide in. 

 

  A stingray's mouth is on the underside of its body, 

along with its nostrils and gill slits. 

 

 They can grow heavier than a piano (500 lbs.). 

Stingrays can grow up to 750 lbs. 

 

 They are carnivores and they 

clams, oysters, shrimps, 

crabs, and mussels. 

 



 

 

BELUGA WHALES 
When we came around 

the corner there was 

the biggest skeleton I 

had ever seen. “It’s a 

whale skeleton, Nana, 

come quick and see”, 

said Jamel. 

 

Nana replied, “Yes I 

see, but listen, I hear 

whale sounds, they’re 

communicating. The 

big, white beluga 

whales are making high 

pitched, screeching 

sound underwater.  

 

They must be really 

loud.  “Beluga whales 

can hear one another 

miles away”, added 

Jamel. 

The whales were talking and making sounds we could hear! An 

aquarium guide came in to tell us about the Georgia Aquariums 

conservation programs and the beluga whales. She also 

answered all the questions the guest asked.  



 

 

  

The whale tank was very deep and they swam all over. 

 



 

 

One of the beluga whales swam over to the window and looked 

at the people, then quickly swam up to the top and quickly away.  

 

 
 

We stayed at the window for a while and soon one of the whales 

swam down and over to talk to Jamel. “I am Bobby, would you 

like to come and swim with me?” the young whale asked Jamel. 



 

 

 
“Hi Bobby, where do you live?” Jamel asked the 

Beluga Whale? We travel the globe and can go up to 

hundreds of miles in a day. 

 

 

I don’t have my swim suit. I can’t hold my breath long enough to 

go that deep, said Jamel. I’ll have to buy a wet suit, get scuba 

gear and learn how to swim in the ocean. 



 

 

 
“Jamel, please come back and visit us. Bring your swimsuit and 

scuba gear”, said Bobby. Nana mentioned that it is not safe for 

Jamel to scuba dive alone. The whale swam close to the window 

and told Jamel it is fine if he brings his other friends too. 

 

Jamel’s Nana also told them the water temperatures where they 

live and travel, are way too cold and much too deep for him to 

join the whale. They decided a submarine would be the answer 

to their dilemma. Jamel and his Nana waved goodbye and 

headed down another winding corridor with big murals on the 

wall and looked in the windows that lined the sides of the halls.  

 

We had arrived early in the morning so it was not very crowded 

and we could visit with the sea creatures as long as I wanted. 

Then they rounded the corner there was a pool.  



 

 

The penguins invited Jamel to run and slide on his stomach into 

the water. Jamel said, “No, I don’t have on my swimsuit!” They 

laughed and said they didn’t have on their swimsuits either. 

 

 

  



 

 

SEA OTTER 
 

A Sea Otter popped up, splashed the water and started laughing. 

 
Sue, the Sea Otter laughed and said, “I never wear a swim suit”, 

she said as she rolled over and was swimming on her back. 

  

“See you later.” Sue the sea otter disappeared back into the 

water just as quickly as she popped up. 



 

 

PENGUINS 

 
“Hello. Where do you live?” Jamel asked. “We live in 

the Southern Hemisphere as do most of the 

penguins. Do you know the way to our home,” they 

asked. “Yes”, said Jamel. “I’ve seen it on maps in my 

science book at school, but I have never been there. I don’t have 

a boat.” “Can’t you swim?” asked the penguins. “We don’t have 

boats either they said laughing. Color the Southern Hemisphere 

green and the Northern Hemisphere yellow on these maps, 

where you think we live.” 



 

 

 
“See you later Jamel, come back and visit. Don’t forget to bring 

your swimsuit,” said the penguins.” Jamel replied, “Okay, see 

you when I come back to Atlanta.” They walked away waving 

goodbye. 

 

The penguins went back in their rock houses to nap. Many others 

were already asleep. They were tired from playing and 

swimming. 



 

 

PENGUIN FUN FACTS 

 Penguins are birds that swim but do not fly. 

 

 Other birds have wings to fly and we have two flippers 

to help us swim. 

 

 Penguins can drink sea water, people can’t. 

 

 None of our penguin friends live at the North Pole. 

 

 We eat fish and other sea creatures we catch 

underwater. 

 

 We spend half our life on land and half our time in the 

sea. 

 

 We love to swim and huddle together when it is cold. 

 

 Different types of penguins grow different heights and 

sizes just like people and come in different colors too. 

 

Jamel and his grandmother left the Penguin Habitat and 

walked through another long winding corridor past a 

small window. They slowed down to see what the other 

visitors were pointing at. See Nana, it’s a white star fish! 

 



 

 

 STAR FISH & ANEMONES 

  

 

  



 

 

ANEMONES FUN FACTS 

 Anemones are actually invertebrates related to corals 

hydra and jellyfish.  

 

 Their bodies consist of a soft, cylindrical stalk topped by 

an oral disc surrounded with venomous tentacles.  

 

 Anemones can have anywhere from a dozen to a few 

hundred tentacles. 

 

 At their base, they sport a single adhesive foot, called a 

basal disc, which they use to attach to underwater 

surfaces like rocks or shells. 

 

 These cnidarians come in a variety of colors, decorating a 

tide pool or reef like a garden of wildflowers. 

 

 Anemones are known to form symbiotic relationships with 

other animals. Their favorite friends are clownfish. Clown 

fish have a protective mucous coating over their scales.   

 

 The clown fish are immune to an anemone’s stinging cells. 

They make their homes within the anemone’s tentacles, 

protected from predators. The clown fish provide the 

anemone food since the anemones eats the clown fish’s 

leftover meals. 

       



 

 

 

These orange white & black striped 

 fish are Clown Fish. 



 

 

STAR FISH FUN FACTS 

 Sea stars are invertebrates related to urchins, sea cucumbers and 

sand dollars, which are all echinoderms. 

 

 Sea stars have rows of tiny tube feet extending from the grooved 

surface on their underside. 

 

 These tube feet allow them to crawl along the ocean floor via suction 

created by an internal water-driven hydraulic system. 

  

 These animals also have an amazing ability to regenerate arms when 

they are severed, or even a new body in some species. 

 

 There are close to 2,000 species of sea stars in the world’s oceans. 

Most species have five arms, but some have many more—even as 

many as 40! 

 

 Sea stars are mostly carnivorous and prey on mollusks—such as 

clams, mussels, and oysters—which they pry open with their suction-

cupped feet. 

 

 They actually digest their prey outside of their bodies by extruding 

their stomach out through their mouth and enveloping the prey item. 

When the meal is digested, the stomach is drawn back into the body. 

 

 The smallest sea stars are less than an inch in diameter, while the 

largest sea stars can reach up to 3 feet in diameter. 

 

 Sea stars live in saltwater and are found in all of the world’s oceans, 

from warm, tropical waters to the cold seafloor. 

 

 Many different animals eat sea stars, including fish, sea turtles, 

snails, crabs, shrimp, otters, birds and even other sea stars. 



 

 

EELWORMS

 
Nana look, “there’re a lot of Eelworms”, exclaimed Jamel! “Wow 

they are hiding in the sand. See?” “Yes”, said Nana, “I wouldn’t 

want to walk on that ocean floor knowing they could be hiding 

under the sand,” Nana said, as she backed away from the 

window. “Don’t be afraid Nana”, Jamel said. “They are too little 

to bite hard and their mouths are just too small”, he said with a 

big smile. 



 

 

Eelworms Fun Facts 

 The scientific name for the eelworms is Phylum 

Nematodes. They can be any of several worms 

called that because they resemble miniature eels. 

 

 Most Eelworms grow from 0.004 to 0.06 inch (0.1 to 

1.5 millimeters) long. 

 

 One variety of Eelworm is a microscopic, soil-borne 

worm that in Northern Ireland has devastated many 

crops but mostly the potatoes. 

 

 Eelworms are unsegmented and can commonly be 

found in soil, water, silt and organic debris of 

caves. 

 

 Because they can live underground and are so 

small many new species are just being found and 

identified under microscopes. 

 

“You and your friends might find new species of 

fish or animals Jamel”, said Nana. “I am having a 

good time on our Deep Sea Adventure, and it is not 

over yet.” 

 



 

 

Jamel slowed down to look into the window as Nana slowly 

walked down the hall reading the map, suddenly they were in a 

big tube with water all around them. 

 

Just as Jamel looked up a big whale shark swam over head with 

some of his fish friends. “Quick take a picture of the whale fish, 

Nana!”  

 



 

 

“We are walking through the sea”, Jamel exclaimed! “There’s 

water and sea creatures above and all around us. 

  

The whale shark came swimming by with a school of his 

friends. Suddenly flashes from cameras went off all around. 

 



 

 

They floated quietly by, as people were taking pictures and 

looking at all of the different species of fish that traveled 

together in the sea.  

 
Nana and Jamel kept walking through the long tube looking to 

the left, the right and above their heads as lots of different types 

of fish swam by silently. They looked at us, we looked at them. 

 



 

 

JELLY FISH 
Soon they walked into another dimly lit hallway with a big window 

on the side of the wall. Slowly a big pillow floats down. “Look, It’s 

a Jelly Fish Nana”, Jamel shouted! “They have a really bad sting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Nana, did you know Jellies have been around for more than 

500 million years? They were here before the dinosaurs!” “I did 

not know that,” replied Nana. 

“Where do you live?” Jamel asked the Jellyfish as it 

seemed to pause in front of him. Color the Western 

Hemisphere green and the Eastern Hemisphere 

Yellow. You can check your answers on the Hemispheres at: 

http://www.worldatlas.com/aatlas/imageh.htm 

Can you circle where the Jelly Fish can be found? 



 

 

Jellyfish Fun Facts 
 Jellyfish though they grow very large are in the plankton 

family. 

 

 Plankton are usually tiny microscopic fish like these 

below. 

   

 

 There are nine different species of jelly fish. 

 

 They can be found in both fresh and salt waters 

worldwide. 

 

 Jellyfish live in all the oceans that are salt waters. 

 

 They are survivors from prehistoric times. 

 

 Here is a link to a presentation on all nine species from the 

National Aquarium Jellyfish Exhibit, “Jellyfish Invasion”:  

http://www.aqua.org/media/jellies/jellyweb.swf 



 

 

DEEP SEA SCHOOLS OF FISH 

 

Jamel stopped at the next viewing window just as a 

school of translucent fish were swimming past. Jamel 

started to count the fish and when they saw Jamel at the 

window counting, “1–2-3-4-5-6–7-8-9-10”. The whole 

school of fish turned suddenly and rushed to the window 

to see Jamel! 



 

 

Jamel was surprised by this big group of fish since they swam 

straight at him. Startled, he quickly took a couple of steps back 

from the viewing window as his Nana laughing, reminded him the 

fish could not get out. Some fish were bigger than Jamel. 

The fish wanted to see Jamel as much as he wanted to see them. 

One little fish came over to Jamel for a much closer look. “Hi, my 

name is Jimmy.” “Hi, I’m Jamel” They stared at each other for a 

moment and the big group began slowly moving on. 

 
“Got to go now, see you later,” said Jamel, as Nana reminded 

him there was a lot more to see. “Me too” said Jimmy. ”Have fun!” 



 

 

DEEP SEA FISH FUN FACTS 

 Fish are cold-blooded, which means their internal body 

temperature changes as the surrounding temperature 

changes. 

 

 About 96% of fish are bony fish. The rest are cartilaginous 

fish, like sharks, skates, and rays. 

 

 Some fish make audible sounds you can hear. 

 

 In a group of clownfish, there is a strict dominance 

hierarchy. The largest and most aggressive female is found 

at the top. 

 

 Some fish lay eggs and some sea creatures have live births 

like the Southern stingrays have a “live birth,” meaning that 

the eggs hatch within the mother’s body.  

 

 You can help by not throwing trash or plastic in the sea and 

clean up your community waters with help from 

conservation groups, your family and friends. 

 

 



 

 

MANTA RAYS 
Soon they walked out of the dimly lit, winding hall into in a large 

room with dim lighting. In front of them, brightly lit, there was the 

biggest window they had ever seen and it was a fish tank! 

There were many people looking at the fish and underwater deep 

sea habitat where they lived. “Wow”, said Jamel! Nana went to 

sit down on the step seating while Jamel and others stood or sat 

close to the window. She just smiled as they silently swam by. 

 



 

 

There were fish of every size and every color, swimming up to 

say “Hello”. The fish were as curious about the people, as the 

people were about the fish. Some had stripes others, were shiny, 

some were long and some were tiny. They were all swimming 

together. Some were up high others were on the bottom and 

other stayed in the middle of the huge tank.  

 

Soon a big manta ray gracefully swam by with a group of fish as 

all the children, “oooohhhed” and “awwwed”! Then another 

group came from the other direction.  

“Where are your mother and father?”, Nana asked. “Since you 

live alone without other manta rays, do you ever get lonely”, 

asked Jamel? “Oh, no”, replied the Michael the manta ray as he 

swam by with a school of fish on every side. I have lots of friends 

and sometimes I play with other manta rays.  



 

 

 
“Where do you live?” Jamel asked Michael the 

manta ray. Circle the places on the globes above, 

where you think Michael manta ray and his friends 

live. 

We live in warm tropical waters worldwide. Can you color 

tropical areas on this globes above? 

  



 

 

MANTA RAY FUN FACTS 

 They can be up to 25 feet in length and weight as much as 3,000 

pounds. 

 

 The smallest species of Manta Ray is the Mobula Diabolis. It is only 

about 2 feet in length. 

 

 The primary food source for the Manta Ray is plankton which are 

various small organisms in the water. 

 

 The Manta Ray is a creature that lives its life alone. The males and 

females may overlap territory when they search for food to eat. 

 

 The y have very few natural enemies. 

 

 There are myths that the Manta Ray will consume people but they 

are false. These are very gentle creatures that are able to get close 

to humans without harming them. 

 

 The average life span for a Manta Ray is 20 years. 

 

 The Manta Ray has the largest brain to body ratio of all sharks and 

rays on Earth. 

 

 They don’t have a skeleton that is made from bone. 

 

 Manta Ray were historically hunted and killed so that the oils from 

their bodies could be extracted. 

 

 Only 4 aquariums in the world have Manta Rays because they grow 

so large. 

 

  



 

 

“Well Jamel it is time to go to the Dolphin Show”, said Nana. They 

headed towards the escalators and went up to the auditorium 

with a lot of people. We followed the maps and the signs. We sat 

and watched the show. It was great. After the show, we went to 

the big stage tank and met the performers. They were answering 

questions about training the dolphins. They told Jamel the 

requirements to be a dolphin trainer. He needed to be able to 

hold his breath, finish his education in a related field and 

volunteer at the Aquarium when he is older. Totally excited, they 

decided to go to the restaurant and get a snack.  

After lunch, Nana said come in here Jamel and let’s get 

something from the gift shop. We found 2 books we liked that 

would teach us more about the sea and the creatures that live in 

it. Jamel got a whale tooth and asked Nana could he wear it home 

and she replied, “Yes of course”, and put it around his neck with 

a kiss on his head. “I had a great time, we didn’t even get wet.” 

“Did you have fun”, Nana asked Jamel? “Oh Yes, it was great”, 

replied Jamel. “Well Jamel, we didn’t go to the seashore to see 

the ocean, but we were still able to have a fun deep sea 

adventure. Next time you visit we’ll have to go to the ocean.” 

Write two sentences and tell us what your favorite part of this 

adventure was or what you would like to see in the ocean. 

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________ 

 



 

 

SCIENTIFIC NAMES 
 

Use your internet research skills to find the 

“Scientific Name” for each of the sea creatures 

that you learned about in this book. 

Common Name    Scientific Name 

 

Anemone    _______________________ 

Beluga Whales   _______________________ 

Hammerhead Shark  _______________________ 

Jelly Fish    _______________________ 

Manta Ray    _______________________ 

Penguin     _______________________ 

Plankton    _______________________ 

Manta Ray    _______________________ 

Sea Eelworm   _______________________ 

Sea Star Fish   _______________________ 

Stingray    _______________________ 

 



 

 

VOCABULARY WORDS REVIEW 
 

Now let’s review the new words that 

Jamel learned on his deep sea adventure.  

Accommodate - ___________________________________ 

Aquarium - ______________________________________ 

Arctic -___________________________________________ 

Compartment - ___________________________________ 

Dilemma - _______________________________________ 

Habitat - ________________________________________ 

Hemisphere - ____________________________________ 

Kiosk - _________________________________________ 

Passengers - _____________________________________ 

Quarantine - ___________________________________________ 

Scuba diver - ____________________________________ 

Symbiotic - ______________________________________ 

Species - ________________________________________ 

Submarine -_____________________________________ 

Translucent - ____________________________________ 

Unaccompanied - ________________________________________ 

 

 



 

 

 

1. ___________________  

2. ___________________ 

3. ___________________  

4. ___________________ 

5. ___________________ 

 

Can you name at least ten Seas of the Earth? 

 

1. ___________________ 

2. ___________________ 

3. ___________________ 

4. ___________________ 

5. ___________________ 

6. ___________________ 

7. ___________________  

How many oceans you can name. Write 

them below. Then and check the answers on 

the internet then correct your answers. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

CONTRACTIONS 
Contractions are two words that have been abbreviated, into 

one shorter word with the same meaning. Jamel used and heard 

a lot of contractions. Letters are removed to make the 

contractions. Can you circle the correct contraction for each 

bold words listed below, then write your answers. 

 

Could not Couldn’t  Could’t  __________ 

Did not Did’not Did’t Didn’t  __________ 

Let us   Let’ us Letu’s Let’s  __________ 

Do not Do’ot Don’t Do’not  __________ 

I am I’am I’m  Am   __________ 

It is  It’s  It’is  It’i   __________ 

I will I’will I’wil I’ll   __________ 

You are You’ae You’re You’are  __________ 

Would not Wouldn’t  Wouldnot __________ 

 



 

 

Here are the names of the five oceans of the 

world. How many did you get right? 

 Atlantic Ocean 

 Pacific Ocean  

 Indian Ocean 

 Arctic Ocean 

 Southern Ocean or Antarctic Ocean 

 
The Southern Ocean is the newest ocean having only 

been designated as such in 2000. 

Did you name the seas correctly? Here are a few of the 

largest seas. There are 113 seas on earth. Challenge a 

friend to see who can name the both. 

 Caribbean Sea 

 Mediterranean Sea 

 Arabian Sea 

 South China Sea 

 Coral Sea 

 Red Sea 

 Philippine 

Use the internet to find the names of the other seas. 

OCEANS OF THE EARTH ANSWERS 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pacific_Ocean
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_Ocean


 

 

 

 

Can you name the seven continents? 
 

 1. Africa   2. Antarctica    3. Asia    4. Australia  

5. Europe   6. North America    7. South America 

 

Did you know? 

See if you can find their names. 

These West African sea shells were once 

used as money. 

NAME THE SEVEN CONTINENTS 



 

 

JAMEL LOVES TO DRAW  

 

“Jamel would you like to draw some of the species of fish we 

saw?” asked Nana. Here is one of the fish Jamel drew. “Don’t 

forget to use lots of colors.” “You are right”, said Jamel. All of the 

fish we saw had so many colors.   

Every time he would mess up, he just erases the mistake and 

starts again. “Where shall we go on our next adventure?” asked 

Jamel. “Let’s go back in time and see the prehistoric animals”, 

replied Nana. “Okay! “I love dinosaurs, I know a lot of their 

names”. “I love you Jamel” and they hugged. “I am glad you 

could come.” 

“Let’s get a book and read about them before we go to the 

Science Center”. “Okay”, said Jamel. “Can we go when I finish 

my fish?” “Of course, Jamel”, said Nana. “Then we can go by the 

store and I will get the sea food and fix you the Gullah sea food 

my Grandma Mary Eva use to fix me.” “Yeahhh! I’m hungry.” 

exclaimed Jamel. “Me too" and Nana hugged him as they walked 

to her little red car. Jamel reached in his pocket and got the 

ticket. 



 

 

 

Here is the fish Jamel drew. 

Visit this link to explore the Exhibits & 

Galleries Jamel visited: 

http://www.georgiaaquarium.org/explore-

the-aquarium/exhibits-and-galleries/ 

 

He added many colors. How many do you see? 



 

 

NOW YOU DRAW YOUR NEW SPECIES BELOW: 

 

Give it a name: ____________________________ 



 

 

“Nana, every time we look at the news so many bad things are 

happening all over the world. The sea is beautiful but it also 

causes tsunami, typhoons and hurricanes. There are so scary.”   

Tsunami - If an earthquake occurs under the sea it can cause a 

tsunami. The most destructive of these are generated from large 

shallow earthquakes with an epicenter or fault line near or on 

the ocean floor. The sudden vertical displacement generates waves 

that can travel great distances at high speed. While out in the ocean 

these waves can be no more than a few centimeters high, but as they 

approach the shore the waves are compressed and become very much 

higher. 

Typhoons or Hurricanes - Tropical cyclones - have been the cause of 

a number of natural disasters. They are storms with large low-pressure 

centers and numerous thunderstorms that produce high winds and 

heavy rain. Generally they are known as hurricanes, but in the 

northwest pacific region they are known as typhoons. A hurricane is 

defined as having a wind speed in excess of 73 miles per hour  (117 

kph), but maximum sustained winds in the strongest tropical cyclones 

have been estimated to reach as high as 195 mph. All of them move at 

high speeds, they wash away everything in its path including people, 

animals and property. 

“What should we do Nana? How can we fix things?” “Jamel, the 

answer is simple, Fear not for God is with us.” “I remembered I 

asked that same question when I was your age, the answer is still 

the same.”  

http://www.earthtimes.org/encyclopaedia/environmental-issues/oceans/


 

 

2 Chronicles 7:14 in the King James version of the bible says, “If 

my people, which are called by my name, shall humble 

themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their 

wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their 

sin, and will heal their land.”  

 

“Prayer has worked all my life and will work for you too”, Nana 

said. “I can’t wait until our next adventure, I had fun. I learned a 

lot and hope you did too.” 

Igbo: E kwere m ị me ọke m.  

English Translation: "I agree to do my part."



 

 



 

 


